
Summer School 
Introduction to the Built Environment, Architecture, Engineering and Construction



2018 School Photos

Edible Rotherhithe Summer Schools
What we do . . .

Introduction
Edible Rotherhithe are a community 
based charity working to improve 
the understanding of growing and 
cooking techniques in Southwark. 
The summer school aims to introduce 
young people to careers in the built 
enviorment whilst creating designs 
for the varied workshops that they 
hold aiming to push intergeneration-
al learning and community spirit.

This year we worked within 
Rotherhithe Primary School 
completing a trio of mobile 
structures for their edible 
gardening workshops (which 
have already seen an increase in 
interest). The students designed 
and built three movable objects 
and two new planters from recycled 
timber donated by Martinspeed.

The final 
onjects were 
recived with 
enthusiasm by 
the primary 
school children

The students visited 
a number of different 
industries; completed 
a workshop in an 
architecture office, 
a lecture in an 
engineering office, 
and a tour on one 
of Londons largest 
construction sites.

Top-Bottom, 
L-R: Sketch 
Designs; 
Learning 
Architectural 
Drawing; 
Visiting the 
Norther Line 
Extension 
site; building 
work on 
‘site’ at 
Rotherhithe 
Primary; 
Completing 
the objects; 
finishes and 
painting; 
Structural 
Truss 
workshop; 
CV and 
portfolio 
sessions 
in Canada 
Water 
Library.
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As the page shows this years 
summer school, despite its set-

backs, was able to effect lots of 
people. The georgraphical reach 

spread throughout the SE16 
postcodes and further through 

the Rotherhithe Ward Boundary 
and to neighbouring areas of the 

Southwark and Lewisham. 

This diagram maps the impact 
of this years Edible Rotherhithe 
Summer School - explaining who 
benefited and where they were 
connected too. 

“It was great to have 
learnt a lot this week and 
I now know what I want to 
do and I have a clear idea 
now for my career”

“I would like for this to expand, I feel that a lot 
of other young people out here that would love 
to experience and gain the information and 
knowledge that these tutors bring to the school.”

“I enjoyed developing and 
improving practical skills 
required for construction”

“its very interesting 
and fab, 100%”

“I enjoyed using the tools to create the 
items. Also communicating with others 
was really helpful and enjoyable in the 
process of making. I also enjoyed the 
independence that we got.”

“I enjoyed constructing the designs we 
made. I also got an interesting insight 
into the world of architecture and 
structural engineering”

Southwark Park

Careers Discussed

42+

“I’ve learnt that no matter what type 
of career background you’re from 
your always going to work together. 
Definitely come again!!”



- Get building experience
- Working to a real client brief
- CV and portfolio help for university applications
- Learn architecture and engineering techniques
- Work with architects and chartered engineers
- Visit an engineering office
- Make models in an architecture studio
- Learn new skills and design techniques
- Exhibit your work as part of a team
- Encouraging inter-generational learning
- Honorary certificate of work completed

Edible Rotherhithe Summer Schools

insta: @Ediblerotherhithesummerschool twitter: @EdibleSE16 email: ediblerotherhithe@gmail.com

Edible Rotherhithe Project Co-ordinator
Christina Wheatley
Tutors, Project and Organisation Team
Tom Atkinson, Hester Buck and Ciaran Malik
Planning and Construction help from
Richard Hards, Lottie McCarthy
Document Creator
Tom Atkinson

The 2018 Summer School was 
realised from funding by: 
British Land PLC
The Canada Waters Masterplan
Thanks to hosts: Rotherhithe 
Primary School, FLO, ARUP, and 
Morris+Company, with materials 
from Martinspeed Recycling.


